
A is for Apple

firm: kati curtis design
site: financial district

Custom-printed vinyl covers the ceiling of the elevator lobby and the reception area at 
Educators 4 Excellence. 
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A visual storyteller. That’s how Kati Curtis likes to think of herself. “Convey-
ing the stories of the people who work in a space is essential to what I do,” 
Curtis explains.

For the teachers’ advocacy nonprofit Educators 4 Excellence, the plot line 
really took off at Chicago’s NeoCon contract trade show—with Curtis and 
Educators 4 Excellence cofounder and co-CEO Sydney Morris strolling the 
Merchandise Mart to check out the new wares. When Morris was drawn to a 
playful stool that looks a little like a green-and-white mushroom, Curtis says 
she was sure that was a good omen: “This is a very serious, very focused group. 
So it was great to know that I could inject elements of fun into the design.”

Back in New York, as Educators 4 Excellence prepared its move to a much 
bigger office, 13,500 square feet in the financial district, Curtis evaluated 
the current office for more clues. “This is what we are always trying to do, 
figuring out how we can articulate a brand architecturally,” she notes. This 
time, she took inspiration from the organization’s chalk-scribbled bright 
green apple logo. She then decided to make the color green, in general, 
the element that threads through the entire space. She sought out a mixture 
of different shades—but nothing too yellow or too blue. “The greens don’t  
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Opposite: An Afghan wool rug 
anchors reception. 

From top: In the café, David 
Trubridge pendant fixtures hang 
above an oak table topped with 

planks that flip up to reveal power 
outlets and data ports. Abstracted 
apples appear on custom vinyl film 

surfacing the glass front of a 
conference room. Chadwick Studio 

designed the stools found in 
locations including office areas.
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match perfectly, which really goes along with my underlying design philoso-
phy,” she says.

As the space came together, she tried to come up with something that 
would take the design to another level, something that would grab visitors 
the second they got off the elevators. “There were so many hard edges and 
clean lines,” she says. “They needed a cheeky note.” And that was when the 
vision flashed through her brain. She’d cover the ceiling of the elevator lobby 
and the reception area with supergraphics of Granny Smiths, so large-scale 
they blow you away. —Keith Mulvihill

FROM FRONT DESIGNTEX: CUSTOM 

CEILING COVERING (LOBBY, RECEP-

TION), CUSTOM FILM (CONFERENCE 

ROOM). GUS DESIGN GROUP: SOFAS 

(RECEPTION). CB2: PILLOWS. INMOD: 

CHAIRS (RECEPTION, CAFÉ, LOUNGE), 

ROUND TABLES (CAFÉ). LIGHTYEARS: 

PENDANT FIXTURES (RECEPTION, 

OFFICE AREA). VITRA: BOLSTERS 

(RECEPTION), GUEST CHAIRS (OFFICE), 

CHAIR (PHONE BOOTH), SOFA (LOUNGE). 

CLUBCU: TABLES (RECEPTION, LOBBY, 

LOUNGE). NANIMARQUINA: RUGS 

(RECEPTION, LOUNGE). BUZZISPACE: 

LONG TABLE, BENCHES, STOOLS (CAFÉ), 

ENCLOSURE (PHONE BOOTH), PILLOWS 

(LOUNGE). DAVID TRUBRIDGE: PENDANT 

FIXTURES (CAFÉ, LOUNGE). DAUPHIN: 

CHAIRS (CONFERENCE ROOM). HUMAN-

SCALE: STOOLS (OFFICE AREA, OFFICE, 

LOBBY). NEW TRADITIONALISTS: 

CART (OFFICE). MILLIKEN & COMPANY: 

CARPET (OFFICE, PHONE BOOTH). 

THROUGHOUT TEKNION: WORK-

STATIONS, TASK CHAIRS. BENJAMIN 

MOORE & CO.: PAINT. ANTONIO LEO 

ARCHITECTS: ARCHITECT OF RECORD. 

CERTIFIED CUSTOM INTERGRATORS: 

AUDIOVISUAL CONSULTANT. LORING 

CONSULTING ENGINEERS: MEP. ASI 

SIGN SYSTEMS: SIGNAGE WORKSHOP. 

JAMES E. FITZGERALD: GENERAL 

CONTRACTOR.

Clockwise from top: Jasper 
Morrison guest chairs outfit an 
office. The lobby’s existing concrete 
floor was sealed. Wool felt lines 
a phone booth. In the lounge, 
seating centers on a sofa by 
Ronan & Erwan Bouroullec. 
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